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as head chief of the tribe. He came from Sault Ste. Marie,
over which band, or village, he was resident chief.

Prior to this event, the dignity and influence of the
Cranes had been upheld by Keesh-ke-mun (Sharpened
Stone), the son of Sha-da-nish, the first Ojibway pioneer
towards the Wisconsin. He is first mentioned by the old
men and traders of the tribe, as having attained a promi-
nent position as chief, between forty and fifty years ago.
He made it his home, or permanent village, at Lac du
Flambeau, and from this point he ruled over that division
of his tribe, who occupied the midland country, between
Lake Superior, southwest to the Mississippi. Under him
was a chief of the warriors, whose business it was to carry
out, by force, if necessary, the wishes of his chief. Next
in rank to the war-chief was the pipe bearer, or Osh-ka-
ba-wis, who officiated in all public councils, making known
the wishes of his chief, and distributing amongst his
fellows, the presents which the traders occasionally gave
to the chief to propitiate his good-will.

Keesh-ke-mun was not only chief by hereditary descent,
but he made himself truly such, through the wisdom and
firmness of his conduct, both to his people and the whites.
During his lifetime, he possessed an unbounded influence
over the division of his tribe with whom he resided, and
generally over the Lake Superior bands and villages.

On the Chippeway River, the traders had recognized as
a chief Mis-ko-mun-e-dous (Little Red Spirit), a man noted
for courage in war, and especially for great success in the
chase. THe belonged to the Marten family. At Lac Cou-
tereille, Mon-so-ne (Moose Tail), of the Catfish family, pre-
sided as resident chief; and in fact over each separate
community, one, either noted for courage in war, success
in hunting, wisdom, or age, was recognized, as head man,
or chief. All these acted under and listened to the wishes
of Keesh-ke-mun. And to this day (even after their former



